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Having thus spoken, the demon fell prostrate on the
ground, leaning towards the south-west Brahma pro-
duced from his mind the officiating priests, collected the
necessary articles, and offered the sacrifice. The priests
having been fed and the bathing ceremonies over, he
and his companions were surprised to find that the
demon's body was moving along the ground. He there-
fore ran to Yama, and asked him to bring the stone of
religion and place it upon the demon's head ; but though
this was done, Gaya still moved. The gods then sat
upon the stone to press it down; but their efforts were
useless. In his distress Brahma repaired to Vishnu,
and told him of the failure of the gods. Vishnu
sent a fierce fi^nd; even he was powerless too. At
last Vishnu came himself, and striking the demon with
his mace, and sitting with the other gods and goddesses
upon the stone, was able to keep it quiet Upon this
Gaya said, "Why should you treat me thus, when I
have given my sinless body to Brahma ? Would I not
have become motionless if Vishnu had asked me ? Why
should he torture me with his mace ? And why should
you all join in this torture ? Show mercy to me ?"
The gods promised to grant his request. Gaya prayed :
" As long as the earth and mountains, seas and stars
shall last, may you, Brahma, Vishnu, and Mahadeva,
rest on this stone. May you, the devas, rest on it too,
and call this place after me, The Field of Gaya, extend-
ing over ten miles, of which two miles are covered with
my head. Therein, for the good of mankind, let all the
sacred tanks on earth abide, where persons by bathing
and offering of oblations of water, or funeral cakes, may
attain high merit for themselves, and translate their
ancestors blessed with all that is desirable, and salvation,
to the region of Brahma. As long as Vishnu in his